RUNNING IN HEELS IN THE DIGITAL
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES
In cooperation with Harvard Kennedy School

AGE:

OBJECTIVES – The discussion focused on the newest campaign

techniques and tools that harness technology, and how they can
support the traditional and non-traditional candidate sharing
strategies to mitigate risk from cyber threats and harassment.

KEY OUTCOMES –

• “No politicians are invulnerable from violence, but women and other
social minorities, in particular, may be deterred from running for
office.” (Work cited: Norris, Pippa. Overview: “Silver or lead? The
impact of violence and corruption on gender equality in elected office.”
Submitted for the Radcliffe Institute Exploratory Seminar on “Violence
Against Politicians: Theories, Data and Implications” 4-5 October
2018)
• More women are elected to parliament in countries with less political
violence and with less legislative corruption.(Work cited: Ibid)
• Across political systems, the norm should be zero tolerance for
violence against candidates of all genders, particularly women
candidates, who’re disproportionally affected. (Work cited: Krook,
Mona Lena and Juliana Restrepo Sanin. 2018. "The Cost of Doing
Politics? Analyzing Violence and Harassment against Female
Politicians.")
• Tools to mitigate cyber risk and harassment include using free-cost,
online-access toolkits that allow the observing, monitoring and
documenting of violent incidents against politically-active politicians
of all genders. (Work cited: “Cybersecurity Campaign Playbook.”
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard Kennedy
School, November 2017)
• Another effective tool to reduce vulnerability to cyber-originated
threats to both candidates and campaigns include the deployment of
capabilities that require two-factor authentication. At an individual
level, acting as a role model by employing tools to protect a candidate’s
and their staff’s integrity is also key. (Work cited: Ibid)
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